


1. The network

Structure

Principles

1.1   Description of the Network

The European Family Support Network (EurofamNet) is a bottom-up, evidence-based, multidisciplinary network 

funded as an Action (CA18123) under the COST program.

The Action aims to inform family support policies and practices with the ultimate goal of ensuring children’s rights and families’ well-being by building 

collaborations between researchers, practitioners, policy-makers, children and families, public and private agencies, and general society.

EurofamNet is a pan-European family support network focused on family support policies and practices that works under the following principles:

RIGHTS ORIENTED POLICY & PRACTICE AWAREETHICAL PRACTICE

EVIDENCE- INFORMED

MULTI & CROSS-SECTORAL 
MULTI & INTER-DISCIPLINARY

INCLUSIVE COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE
PLURALIST APPROACH TO RESEARCH 

& EVALUATION DESIGN

https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/documents/principles/3-Poster_ISBN.pdf


1.2   Network objectives

To produce an innovative conceptual framework for family support research.

To enable frontier-knowledge responses to parenting across the life-course and in particular to challenges faced by families affected 	

  by migration (including intra-European one), psychosocial risk, mental health issues, or that are multicultural or diverse in structure.

To support the professionals and the policy making institutions in family support with high quality knowledge adapted to their            	

 needs from a trans-national collaboration framework.

To mobilise a critical mass of researchers across Europe for family support research, working through coordinated activities that 	

   are multidisciplinary and inclusive.

To contribute with high quality training of the future generations of European researchers in the field of family support from 	

    an evidence-based and pluralistic approach.

To fully incorporate ICT (information and communications technologies) approaches in family support, in the whole Action    	

     as well as through the involvement of ICT engineers in the Network. To make the use of new technologies visible in 		

           family online support research.

To raise awareness among key European and international stakeholders in family support by involving them                       	

      into the Action and disseminating internationally with interactive tools.



1.3   Map of Action participants

171 participants

13 European organizations

35 countries

140 full members + 31 associate members

From academia, front-line practice and policy sphere 

involved in EurofamNet activity

Representing relevant European institutions in Family 

Support arena

Building bridges within Europe and beyond

https://eurofamnet.eu/about/management-committee/map


1.4   Graphic description of Working Groups

Click on each working group 
button to find out more

https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/young-researchers-group
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/policy-and-practice-group


1.5   Deliverables of the Working Groups

Click on each deliverable 
along the Action’s timeline 
to find out more

https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/european-stakeholders-booklet
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/agencies
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/agencies-skills-standards
https://eurofamnet.eu/
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/eurofamnet-members-outputs/compendium
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/policy-and-practice-group
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/general/brochure-results-_eurofamnet-v1-interactive.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/system/files/wg2_report_familysupport_europeanframeworkstandards_0.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/academic-outputs
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/wg3/training-school-practice-resources
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/wg3/training-school-practice-resources
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/wg3/training-school-practice-resources
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/tools
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/general/ict_in_family_support_wg3_ijerph_2022.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/wg4/training-school-practice-resources
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/eurofamnet-members-outputs/compendium
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/workshops
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/eurofamnet-members-outputs
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/compendium-outputs/WG4_CatalogueFSSkills.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/policy-briefs/WG4_policy-brief-CatalogueSkills.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/workshops
https://eurofamnet.eu/system/files/wg2_policy_brief_sept_2021_published.pdf
https://journals.whitingbirch.net/index.php/SWSSR/article/view/1419
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/policy-briefs/WG2_policy-brief_SameSexParenting.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/policy-briefs/A_framework_for%20child_and_family_support_in_Europe.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/policy-briefs/WG3_PolicyBrief_AdoptionEBStandardsCOSTActionCountries.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/system/files/wg4_policybrief_review_0.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/academic-outputs/WG3_EurofamNetPositionEvaluationStrategies.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/toolbox/policy-briefs/WG3_PolicyBrief_EvaluationStrategies.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/workshops
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/catalogue-family-support-programmes
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/10497315211006184
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/finalevent
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/policy-and-practice-group
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/about/eurofamnet-structure
https://eurofamnet.eu/sites/default/files/documents/principles/3-Poster_ISBN.pdf
https://eurofamnet.eu/system/files/wg4_systematicreviewfsworkforceskills_0.pdf
http://#


Working Group 1 + Working Group 5                                                  

Management and coordination                                        

Dissemination of activities and results 

Development of the members’ 
outputs tool and reports

Launch and ongoing update of the 
EurofamNet website

Dissemination of the results of the 
network through various channels

Translation of results to ensure their 
impact beyond the academic sphere

•	 Instagram

•	 Facebook

•	 Twitter

•	 Linkedin

•	 Youtube

Monitoring of participation in the 
network ensuring mutual training in 
perspectives, disciplines and methods

Cooordination of actions towards 
efficiency / effectiveness

Mapping key stakeholders in family 
support at the European and  
national levels

Network development during Action 
and towards sustainability

Oversight of all work towards 
delivery

Organisation of Action meetings and 
knowledge exchange seminars

Click to view all outputs and activities

Click to view all outputs and activities

SOCIAL MEDIA

https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg1
https://twitter.com/eurofamnet
https://www.instagram.com/eurofamnet/
https://www.facebook.com/Eurofamnet
https://twitter.com/eurofamnet
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurofamnet/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKykuPDVul6QP7xoXvvUgtw
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg5
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg1
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/eurofamnet-members-outputs  
https://www.instagram.com/eurofamnet/
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/european-stakeholders-booklet/european-action-participants
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKykuPDVul6QP7xoXvvUgtw
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/meetings


Working Group 2                                                  

Family support policies and provision across Europe

Family support conceptualisation

New realities and families’ targeted needs

Developing the European conceptual framework on family support                                       Click to view all outputs and activities

zoom

https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg2
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg2
https://


Working Group 3                                                  

Quality standards and evidence based programmes                                       Click to view all outputs and activities

Evaluation strategy 

Quality standards

Evidence-based Practices  

Evaluation tools  

ICT in family support

zoom zoom

https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg3
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg3
https://
https://


Working Group 4                                                  

Skills standards for workforce in family support                                       Click to view all outputs and activities

Skills standards for workforce in 
family support

Standardisation framework on family 
support workforce skills

zoom

zoom

https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg4
https://eurofamnet.eu/working-groups/wg4
https://
https://


2. EurofamNet outputs
2.1   Toolbox

8 Research reports

2 Special issues

15 Academic papers

12 Policy briefs

10 Practice resources

5 Videos with Voices from the Frontline

2 Training School resources

Compendium of EurofamNet members’ outputs

https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/academic-outputs
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/voices-from-the-frontline
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/eurofamnet-members-outputs
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/practice-resources
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/academic-outputs
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/policy-briefs
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/academic-outputs
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/ts-materials-and-practice-resources


2.1.1   Special issues, academic papers and research reports

Special issues Papers and reports



2.1.2   Policy briefs, Practice and Training School resources 

zoomResearch, policy 
and practice 
diagram 

https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/wg3/training-school-practice-resources
https://eurofamnet.eu/toolbox/wg4/training-school-practice-resources
https://youtu.be/4-opmF5rM04
https://youtu.be/jkXkWQ0Kifk
https://


2.1.3   Voices from the frontline 

EurofamNet has the commitment to really listen to the voices of children and families, in order to incorporate their views, experiences 

and needs in our work towards our ultimate goal of improving the lives of families and children

Making stories: 
families’ voices about 
family support

Supporting families of 
young children through 
the “Growing up 
Together” programmes: 
Parents’ and 
practitioners’ voices

https://youtu.be/A56yttygX5w?si=hQ-bflleeZuUoZT0
https://youtu.be/YK2HeoIEKHU?si=815J2FYci_jjUYlW


EurofamNet meetings

2.2   Activities

STSMs 

Virtual Networking Tools

ITCs 

Training Schools
 

EurofamNet has 
participated in 

 

EurofamNet on 
social media 

Dissemination Conferences Grants Newsletters

EurofamNet workshops and open events 
aimed at society at large 

Click on each blue button to expand the information

View more and SubscribeView more

View more View more View more View more and Subscribe

View more about Workshops

View more about Open events

View more about Mobility Grants

View more about Support Grants

View more

http://#
http://#
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKykuPDVul6QP7xoXvvUgtw
https://eurofamnet.eu/activities/virtual-mobility-grants


To guarantee quality in family support services by implementing a quality assurance system addressing inequalities in 
access, experience, and outcomes at country level and across Europe.

To apply agreed principles, quality standards and measurable indicators aimed at improving outcomes in wellbeing and 
quality of life in children, youth, and families across Europe.

To create a national and local led collaborative scenario to identify challenges, strengths, and need for improvements in the 
family support services at the country level

To develop recommendations at the European policy level to ensure high quality, evidence-based, and culturally sensitive 
family support provision

1

2
3
4

3. Sustainability of the Network

Undertake networking Events 

Develop tools for practice  

Increase the multi-disciplinary and multi-sec-
toral nature of the action  

Implement EurofamNet recommendations 
and outputs at national level 

Influence policy 

Involve parents, young people and children in 
the network in an ethical and meaningful way 

Mid and long-term plan for sustainability

Immediate next steps

A
ct

io
ns

Go
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s

Go
al

s

1
2
3
4

5

To support the professionals and the policy making institutions in family 
support with high quality knowledge adapted to their needs from a trans-
national collaboration framework

To raise awareness among key European and international stakeholders 
in family support by involving them into the Action and disseminating 
internationally with interactive tools

To mobilise a critical mass of researchers across Europe for family support 
research, working through coordinated activities that are multidisciplinary 
and inclusive

To enable frontier-knowledge responses to parenting across the life-course 
and, in particular, to challenges faced by families affected by migration 
(including intra-European one), psychosocial risk, mental health issues, or 
that are multicultural or diverse in structure

To contribute with high quality training of the future generations of European 
researchers in the field of family support from an evidence-based and 
pluralistic approach

A quality assurance protocol for family support services in Europe. An evidence-based and culturally informed model for professional practice.
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